ETHICS IN HISTORY
any moment of time. Therefore, in order to liberate
the propensities to good actions in the nature of man-
kind, it is first necessary to utilise a social policy
capable of transforming successfully the economic and
sociological basis of society. The essence of such a
policy is that it should succeed in this aim. Whatever
the absolute relation between means and ends, a
political attitude that is unlikely to succeed in changing
the foundations of society will be correspondingly
unlikely to eradicate evil from the motivations of men.
Therefore, having regard to the condition of society at
the moment, a policy of rigid and steely opportunism
alone can possibly succeed in so changing our society
as to establish the primary conditions of true ethical
action. To hope for a comfortable occasion when it
may be possible to combine goodness "with expediency
without damage to our ethical predilections is to
submit to the prayerful doping of religion and idealism.
It is also to run away. Policy, therefore, for the
Communist, must be successful. Thought and action
together prove the ethical content of politics. The so-
called "good" Socialist, who lets his enemies slip
through his fingers for humanitarian reasons, is trying
to eat the cake of his desired society before he has got
it. This is foolish, and every sensible Toty learns it in
his father's business.